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From the Pastor 
  

Dear friend, 

Welcome to parish life at St. John 

Chrysostom, where we serve God and 

God’s people while building community 

through our organizations and ministries. 

Whether you are new to the parish or a longtime parishioner, I 

invite you to join us. 

St. Paul reminds us that we each have unique gifts to share and 

that the body would be incomplete without each unique part.  

This booklet outlines many opportunities for you to connect 

with Community Service, Parish Service, Faith Formation and 

Worship & Music ministries and organizations that welcome 

you. Somewhere in these pages is a place for you — to meet 

new friends, to serve others, to deepen your faith, and to grow.  

And if you have an idea that is not listed here, we welcome 

that, too. Our parish life is always growing and changing.  For 

any questions, please contact our Ministry Office. 

Thank you for being part of the St. John’s family. 

 

Peace, 

Fr. Ed Hallinan 

Pastor 
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About Our Organizations 

St. John Chrysostom’s parish ministries and 

organizations are generally organized by 

Community Service, Faith Formation, Parish 

Service and Worship & Music. The final 

section of this guide highlights organizations 

that are of special interest to Youth & Families. 

For any questions, please contact Mary Chollet at 

mchollet@sjcparish.org or (610) 874-3418 x 106 or scan the 

QR code. 

Welcome! 

  

 

   

The parishioners of St. John Chrysostom are 

called to live out the mission of Jesus. 

We serve all our sisters and brothers, 

particularly the poor and needy, by generous 

acts of charity and by working together with 

all people for justice and peace. 
From our Parish Mission Statement 

mailto:mchollet@sjcparish.org
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Community Service 
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AA (sjcparish.org/aa). Serving adults in recovery from a 

drinking problem. The Providence Meeting meets at 8:30 pm 

Thursdays in the Stevenson Center of the Parish House. 

Wheelchair accessible, open to all. 

Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts (sjcparish.org/scouting). 

Welcoming all boys in our community, regardless of school 

or religion, for games, camping, serving projects, skill 

building, leadership training and more. 

Boy Scout Troop 605 (ages 11-18) 

Cub Scout Pack 605 (grades 1-5) 

Caring for Friends (sjcparish.org/caring-for-friends).  

Providing critically needed meals year-round to ill, low-

income and homebound individuals across our community. 

Meals and soups are prepared at home (supplies provided) 

and returned to the Parish House for delivery. 

Chester Ministry Outreach (sjcparish.org/chester). 

Providing volunteer and financial support for our social-

service partners in Chester to serve the guests of: 

 Anna’s Place / ACCESS Community Center; 

 The Bernardine Center; 

 Catholic Social Services; 

 CityTeam; and 

 St. Katharine Drexel Food & Clothing Pantry 

All of these organizations serve anyone in need and rely 

heavily on volunteer and financial support. 
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CYO Sports (sjcparish.org/cyo-sports). Bringing year-

round fun, spirit and sportsmanship to youth at all skill 

levels in grades 1-12 through track, basketball, soccer, 

volleyball and other sports. All skill levels are welcome; 

adult volunteers are always needed. 

Girl Scouts (sjcparish.org/girl-scouts). Building girls of 

courage, confidence and character, our multi-level Troop 

573 welcomes all area girls in grades K-10, regardless of 

school or religion, for field trips, camping, service projects, 

games and fun. 

   Good Samaritan Ministry 

(sjcparish.org/good-samaritan). Providing confidential 

assistance to community members in crisis due to illness, 

job loss or other emergency. Good Members respond in 

teams to calls for assistance. 

Habitat for Humanity 

(sjcparish.org/habitat-for-humanity). Providing 

building and renovation assistance to affordable housing 

and other community projects. Experience is not necessary, 

but skills in plumbing, carpentry, painting, electrical work, 

drywall or home repair are greatly appreciated. 

Holiday Outreach (sjcparish.org/holiday-outreach). 

Supporting hundreds of people across our community 

throughout the holiday season. Our outreach includes: 

 Adopt a Family. Fulfilling the Christmas dreams of 

community families in need. 

 Advent Angels. Remembering our homebound and 

bereaved with holiday visits and gifts. 
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 St. Nicholas Project. Multiple giving programs for 

families and individuals in need, persons with 

disabilities, and our elderly and homebound.  

 

  Joint Catholic Ministry on Racial Justice 

(sjcparish.org/joint-ministry). A partnership of 

parishioners and clergy from St. John Chrysostom and St. 

Martin de Porres Parish in North Philadelphia, this unique 

cross-parish ministry aims to address the sin of racism in 

our communities through prayer, dialogue and action. 

  Justice & Peace (sjcparish.org/justice-and-peace).  

Grounded in the precepts of Catholic Social Teaching, the 

Justice and Peace Committee strives to challenge and 

enlighten the parish community through prayer, education, 

service and action on behalf of the Gospel values of justice 

and peace. Our current focus includes gun violence, fair 

trade and the environment. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry (sjcparish.org/prayer-shawl). 

Serving our community through the talents of those who 

knit and crochet, our members create prayer shawls, 

baptismal blankets, baby items and winter wear for men, 

women and children in our community, in nursing homes 

and in hospitals. 

Refugees & Immigration 

(sjcparish.org/refugee-immigration). Responding to the 

Gospel call of Jesus Christ to feed, shelter, clothe, comfort 

and welcome all, St. John's Refugee & Immigration Ministry 

supports the local resettlement efforts of Catholic Social 

Services and the Sisters of St. Joseph in a variety of ways. 
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Support is provided to men, women and children 

regardless of religion or country of origin. 

St. John’s Hospice (sjcparish.org/st-johns-hospice). 

St. John’s Hospice in Philadelphia serves homeless men 

with respect, nourishment and opportunities for new 

beginnings. We support this mission by preparing 

casseroles at home for SJH’s hot lunch program and 

returning them to the Parish House for delivery. Supplies 

are available at the church exits; any recipe is welcome. 

 

 

   

We all have our own particular gifts from 

God. There is a variety of gifts, but always 

the same Spirit. There is a variety of 

ministries, but we serve the same One. 
1 Corinthians 7:7, 12:4-5  
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Faith Formation 

  



11 
 

Adult Sacraments and Conversion (sjcparish.org/rcia). 

 The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) serves 

adults who are exploring conversion to the Catholic Church 

and adults who wish to receive the sacraments of First Holy 

Communion and Confirmation. For sacramental 

preparation of youths up to age 15, please contact the 

Parish Religious Education Program (PREP). 

Baptism Preparation ~ Pre-Jordan 

(sjcparish.org/baptism). Pre-Jordan is a one-time, one-

session requirement, arranged by appointment, of parents 

who are seeking to have their child baptized. 

Marriage Preparation ~ Pre-Cana 

(sjcparish.org/pre-cana). Our Pre-Cana workshop for 

engaged couples is presented twice a year by a team of 

married couples. Married couples are always needed to 

support our program. For information on weddings at St. 

John’s, visit sjcparish.org/wedding. 

Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School 

(mpregional.org). Located on the St. John Chrysostom 

campus and winner of a 2020 National Blue Ribbon Award, 

Mother of Providence provides a strong faith-based 

academic program for children in grades Pre-K3 through 8. 

Online Faith Sharing 

(sjcparish.org/online-faith-sharing). Our LIFE (Live in 

Faith Every Day) gathering offers an hour of study, reading, 

discussion and prayer at 6:30 pm Mondays on Zoom. 

Meeting ID: 842 7991 2399    Passcode: 648366 

Call in: (301) 715-8592 
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Online Rosary (sjcparish.org/online-rosary). Join us at 

6:30 pm Tuesdays to pray the rosary with others from the 

comfort and safety of your own home. 

Meeting ID: 862 2313 2234       Passcode: 617617 

Call in: (301) 715-8592 

Our Lady of Fatima Statue (sjcparish.org/fatima). Bring 

Our Lady of Fatima to your home for a week of family 

prayer. Our Lady has visited hundreds of parish families.  

Parish Religious Education Program ~ PREP 

(sjcparish.org/prep-welcome) St. John’s PREP provides 

religious instruction to more than 300 public-school 

children in grades 1-7 and oversees sacramental 

preparation for all parish children, regardless of school. 

The Archdiocese of Philadelphia requires registration 

beginning in first grade. An Adaptive PREP is available for 

children of all ages with special needs. 

  Contact Patty Briganti, Coordinator of Religious Education: 

(610) 874-3418 x 105 or pbriganti@sjcparish.org. 

Parish Spiritual Director 

  (sjcparish.org/spiritual-director). SJC is blessed to have  

the only Parish Spiritual Director in the Archdiocese. Sr. 

Maria McCoy, SSJ, D.Min., is a longtime spiritual director 

and retreat leader. Sr. Maria is available for private 

appointments and direction. Contact Sr. Maria McCoy: 

(610) 874-3418 or mmccoyssj@sjcparish.org. 

Respect Life (sjcparish.org/respect-life). Our ministry 

supports life at every stage. We focus on organizations 

serving mothers and pregnant women in need. 

mailto:pbriganti@sjcparish.org
mailto:mmccoyssj@sjcparish.org
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Bereavement Support (sjcparish.org/bereavement). 

Our members open their hearts to those who are grieving 

the loss of a loved one, reaching out primarily through 

notes, prayer and phone calls. We also host a monthly 

support group and an annual Memorial Mass. 

Healing and Homebound 

(sjcparish.org/healing-ministry). Our members visit and 

support parishioners who are homebound, ill or disabled, 

as well as Catholic residents of Wallingford Nursing Home 

(ProMedica). Please contact us to request a visit for 

anointing or for Holy Communion. Contact Mary Chollet: 

mchollet@sjcparish.org or (610) 874-3418 x 106. 

Knights of Columbus Council 10935 

(sjcparish.org/knights). An international fraternal 

organization, the Knights of Columbus welcomes the men of 

our parish for social and service opportunities. 

Married Couples (sjc_parish.org/married-couples). Our 

ministry supports our married couples with opportunities 

for friendship, fun and information to strengthen and 

enrich their relationship. We host Couples Night Out and 

other events throughout the year. 

Ministry with Persons with Disabilities 

(sjcparish.org/persons-with-disabilities). St. John 

Chrysostom welcomes and supports the full participation of 

people with special needs in worship, ministry, sacramental 

preparation, social opportunities and the life of the parish. 

Community members are invited to join our email list and 

are welcome to our events. 

mailto:mchollet@sjcparish.org?subject=Healing%20&%20Homebound
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Welcoming & Hospitality (sjcparish.org/welcoming). We 

create a welcoming spirit throughout the parish, from 

calling new parishioners to serving at Doughnut Sundays 

and social events throughout the year. Many hands and 

smiles for these occasional events are needed. 

Youth Group (sjcparish.org/youth-group). Youth Group 

offers students in grades 6-12 experiences in community, 

spiritual growth and service in a relaxed, safe and positive 

atmosphere of fun and friendship. We meet from 5:30 to 7 

pm every other Thursday and host many social and service 

activities throughout the year. Friends are welcome. 

Contact Caroline Tamaccio: ctamaccio@sjcparish.org or 

(610) 874-3418 x 106. 

 

mailto:ctamaccio@sjcparish.org
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Worship & Music 
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Adult Choir (sjcparish.org/adult-choir). The choir 

typically sings at two weekend Masses each month and at 

special liturgies throughout the year. We rehearse weekly. 

No formal musical training is required; we welcome anyone 

with the desire to praise the Lord through song. 

Adult Lectors (sjcparish.org/lectors). These parishioners 

proclaim the Word, introduce liturgies and at times lead the 

Prayer of the Faithful at weekend and daily Masses. 

Weekend lectors typically serve every four to five weeks. 

Daily lectors may serve more often. 

Adult Acolytes (sjcparish.org/acolytes). Adult Acolytes 

serve as Altar Servers at Funeral Masses. Training is 

provided. No experience as an Altar Server is needed. 

Altar Servers (sjcparish.org/altar-servers). Boys and girls 

who have completed third grade are invited to become 

Altar Servers, assisting the priest at weekend Masses, 

weddings and special liturgies. Training is provided. 

Schedules are based on family availability and preferences. 

Cantors (sjcparish.org/cantors). Cantors lead the 

congregation in hymns and responses at weekend Masses, 

funerals, weddings and other liturgies. Schedules are based 

on availability and preferences. 

Church Environment 

(sjcparish.org/church-environment). Whatever the 

liturgical season, our members maintain a beautiful 

worship environment all year long, caring for church 

flowers, plants, linens, vessels and more. 
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Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

(sjcparish.org/emhc). Eucharistic Ministers assist in 

distributing Holy Communion at Mass and/or bring Holy 

Communion to nursing homes and our homebound. 

Training is provided, and schedules are based on 

availability. Persons who feel called to this ministry should 

contact the Pastor. 

Junior Lectors (sjcparish.org/jr-lectors). The Junior Lector 

ministry trains young parishioners in fifth through eighth 

grade as Ministers of the Word, to proclaim a reading at 

Sunday Mass. Junior Lectors serve with an adult lector. 

Schedules are based on family availability and preferences.  

Livestream Mass (sjcparish.org/livestream). This 

technology ministry livestreams our Daily and Sunday 

Masses as well as special Masses and events on our 

YouTube channel and Facebook page. Training is provided. 

The Faithful Band (sjcparish.org/faithful-band). These 

skilled musicians lead the congregation in song at Sunday 

liturgies and other special events. Rehearsals are held 

weekly. Vocal and/or instrumental experience is expected. 

Ushers (sjcparish.org/ushers). These men and women 

assist worshippers, take up the collection, and fulfill other 

duties at Mass. Mature teenagers may also assist in taking 

up the collection; please see the Head Usher before Mass. 

Youth Choir (sjcparish.org/youth-choir). We welcome all 

voices in grades 2 to 12 and lead the congregation in song 

several times a year. No choral experience is needed. 
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Youth & Families 
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Altar Servers (sjcparish.org/altar-servers). Boys and girls 

who have completed third grade are invited to become 

Altar Servers, assisting the priest at weekend Masses, 

weddings and special liturgies. Training is provided. 

Schedules are based on family availability and preferences. 

Ages: Grades 4+ 

Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts (sjcparish.org/scouting). 

Welcoming all boys in our community, regardless of school 

or religion, for games, camping, serving projects, skill 

building, leadership training and more. 

Boy Scout Troop 605: Ages 11-18 

Cub Scout Pack 605: Grades 1-5 

Caring for Friends (sjcparish.org/caring-for-friends).  

Providing critically needed meals year-round to ill, low-

income and homebound individuals across our community. 

Meals and soups are prepared at home (supplies provided) 

and returned to the Parish House for delivery. Ages: All 

 CYO Sports (sjcparish.org/cyo-sports). Bringing year-

round fun, spirit and sportsmanship to youth at all skill 

levels in grades 1-12 through track, basketball, soccer, 

volleyball and other sports. All skill levels are welcome; 

adult volunteers are always needed.  Ages: Grades 1-12 

Girl Scouts (sjcparish.org/girl-scouts). Building girls of 

courage, confidence and character, our multi-level Troop 

573 welcomes all area girls in grades K-10, regardless of 

school or religion, for field trips, camping, service projects, 

games and fun. Ages: K-10 
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Junior Lectors (sjcparish.org/jr-lectors). The Junior Lector 

ministry trains young parishioners in fifth through eighth 

grade as Ministers of the Word, to proclaim a reading at 

Sunday Mass. Junior Lectors serve with an adult lector. 

Schedules are based on family availability and preferences. 

Ages: Grades 5-8  

Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School 

(mpregional.org). Located on the St. John Chrysostom 

campus and winner of a 2020 National Blue Ribbon Award, 

Mother of Providence provides a strong faith-based 

academic program. Ages: Grades Pre-K3 – 8 

Parish Religious Education Program ~ PREP 

(sjcparish.org/prep-welcome) St. John’s PREP provides 

religious instruction to more than 300 children in grades 1-

7 who do not attend Catholic school and coordinates 

sacramental preparation for all parish children, regardless 

of school. The Archdiocese of Philadelphia requires 

registration beginning in first grade. An Adaptive program 

is available for children of all ages with special needs. Ages: 

Grades 1-7 (PREP); All Ages (Adaptive PREP) 

St. John’s Hospice (sjcparish.org/st-johns-hospice). St. 

John’s Hospice in Philadelphia serves homeless men with 

respect, nourishment and opportunities for new 

beginnings. We support this mission by preparing 

casseroles at home for SJH’s hot lunch program and 

returning them to the Parish House for delivery. Supplies 

are available at the church exits; any recipe is welcome. 

Ages: All 
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Youth Choir (sjcparish.org/youth-choir). We welcome all 

voices in grades 2 to 12 and lead the congregation in song 

several times a year. No choral experience is needed. Ages: 

Grades 2-12 

Youth Group (sjcparish.org/youth-group). Youth Group 

offers students in grades 6-12 experiences in community, 

spiritual growth and service in a relaxed, safe and positive 

atmosphere of fun and friendship. We meet from 5:30 to 7 

pm every other Thursday and host many social and service 

activities throughout the year. Friends are welcome. Ages: 

Grades 6-12 
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Notes 
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Who We Are 

Grounded in our Gospel call to love and serve, St. John Chrysostom 

strives to make our parish a beacon for all who seek God’s light and 

warmth. We welcome and honor all people as precious children of 

God. We seek to build a community of peace and justice, and we 

serve all of our brothers and sisters, particularly the vulnerable and 

those on society’s margins, with joy. 

Ours is an active faith. Come live it with us. 

 

 

Contact Us 

Mary E. Chollet 

Director of Ministry 

St. John Chrysostom Parish 

617 S. Providence Road 

Wallingford, PA 19086 

Phone: (610) 874-3418 x 106 

Email: mchollet@sjcparish.org 

Web: www.sjcparish.org 

 

Scan to learn more: 

 


