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Parishioner Support Keeps SJC on Track 

P erhaps Pope Francis saw it coming. Speaking in 2013 with the 
parish priests of Rome, the Holy Father warned that many old 

ways of the faith were no longer working.  It was time to change. 

Its deep traditions notwithstanding, the Church  actually “gives us 
innumerable possibilities [and] much freedom”  to seek “creativity” 
and “new ways” to proclaim the Gospel, Francis told the clergy. 

Fast-forward to July 2020.  Amid an unprecedented global lockdown  
on Masses, the Vatican unveils a new Instruction, years in the works, 

calling parishes 
to “pastoral con-
version.” 

The message: 
Wake up. You 
have a new 
world to serve. 

Parishes must 
“read the signs 
of the times” 
and adapt “both 
to the needs of 

the faithful and to historical changes,” the Vatican said.  Noting Vati-
can II’s call to service with a “missionary spirit,” the document chides 

“mere repeti-
tive action 
that fails to 
have an im-
pact upon 
people’s con-
crete lives” 
and usually 
yields “general 
indifference.”  

Thus, pushed 
by COVID and blessed by the Vatican’s new  guidance, change has 
come quickly to parishes. At SJC, these months have brought intense 
discernment of new avenues for worship, spirituality and support. 

And while the 11-week suspension of public Masses and sacraments 
was truly heartbreaking, it also forged those “new ways” that have 
borne unexpected fruit. Just days after the shutdown, St. John’s start-
ed recording a private Mass by Fr. Ed on a shaky iPhone in the chapel. 
And suddenly, worshipers were all in. While a pre-COVID daily Mass 
might draw 25 people to church, daily Mass on the parish’s new 
YouTube channel attracted hundreds.  Subscribers signed on  from 
Nether Providence to Nigeria.                                    See PANDEMIC, page 6 

With a Pandemic Push, Parish Zooms into New Ways of Faith 

T he pandemic-battered budgets of many churches will, sadly, 
contain a sea of red ink this year. Some may not even survive. 

St. John Chrysostom Parish will —  thanks to its parishioners. 
Not that COVID’s financial impact wasn’t felt. Indeed, Masses were 
shut down just as budget planning was beginning, and the collection 
basket is still the primary source of parishioner giving. 
The initial outlook was grim: a $150,000 projected shortfall in dona-
tions from March 22 to June 30, the end of the fiscal year.  Worse, 
the anticipated decline would coincide with increased facility 
maintenance and sanitation demands as well as the parish’s grow-
ing outreach to its hard-hit community. 
“We didn’t know what to expect,” said SJC Business Manager Rose-
mary Endres. “But we knew that people were hurting financially,  so 
we wanted to tread very softly and budget very conservatively.” 
Quietly, belt-tightening began. The Pastor and Finance Council  
stretched out grounds maintenance; slashed orders of devotionals, 
calendars and missals; and revisited supply contracts. But the parish 
kept mum about its financial concerns.  

“We didn’t want to add to our pa-
rishioners’ pressures,” Endres said. 
Not until late April did Fr. Ed gently 
remind parishioners in a video up-
date  to continue their parish sup-
port if possible. 
The response was immediate, and 
sustained. With support restored, 
St. John’s avoided the fate of some 
parishes and finished the fiscal year 
in the black. (See our annual finan-
cial report on pages 4-5. ) 
 This fiscal year’s outlook  remains 
modest. The main new initiative is upgrading the church’s old video 
system this fall to provide reliable, HD, live streaming of Mass. 
Fr. Ed and the parish leadership are grateful for the unfailing parish-
ioner generosity that keeps St. John’s strong and serving. 
“Our parishioners,” said Endres, “always come through.” 

Like many ministries, RCIA’s in-person meetings have moved 
to  Zoom — a convenience that many like.  See page 2. 

Some 1,700 homes  viewed  SJC’s Easter Mass on  
YouTube.  Even when Mass reopened,  most people pre-
ferred to view online, setting off  a scramble to live stream. 

The Youth Group makes sandwiches  
for the homeless. Parish outreach  
has increased during COVID. 
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RCIA: The Virtual Journey Continues 

S acraments sealed with an elbow bump? As it did with everything else, the pandemic 
upended and altered sacramental traditions and schedules. 

For the first time ever, St. John’s celebrated no public Easter Vigil Mass to welcome RCIA 
catechumens, no First Communion in May, and no  spring Confirmation. RCIA and Religious 
Education leaders mourned those losses, then prayerfully but quickly found ways to adjust. 
RCIA director Elaine Mott (top center in Zoom below) took her program online. While the 

online class dynamic is different 
than in person, many RCIA team 
members and catechumens alike 
have enjoyed the new format’s 
convenience. With this year’s 
RCIA class bigger than in recent 
years, the online  program will 
continue indefinitely.  
Meanwhile, RCIA’s three cate-
chumens from last year — Eric 

Germiller, Chams Linkpon and Marjorie Tinsley — finally received their deferred sacra-
ments and were welcomed into the church at separate Masses in June.  

PREP: Uniting Home & Church 

C OVID wasn’t the only force nudging St. John’s traditional Parish Religious Education Program (PREP) out of the classroom, but as with 
so many other new ways of life, the pandemic made the “maybe someday” idea a “right now” reality. 

PREP’s new program, trialed this summer, is based on Family Catechesis, a reli-
gious education model well established and growing years before COVID. 
Combining parish-based group instruction by trained catechists with at-home 
lessons guided by parents, Family Catechesis recognizes parents’ role as the 
primary catechists of their children. The family model also helps parents grow in 
their own faith as they teach their children. 

As a practical matter, fewer parish-based classes means more flexibility for to-
day’s busy families, who have been finding it increasingly difficult to juggle 
weekly in-person PREP classes with their children’s many other commitments. 
Finally, Family Catechesis takes advantage of the explosion in excellent online 
resources available for religious education. 
St. John’s piloted Family Catechesis at Summer PREP in June with 119 students. 
Using both print and digital resources, including daily Zoom classes, 
students in non-sacramental years com-

pleted a full year’s curriculum in two weeks. Catechists and Patty Briganti, Coordinator of Reli-
gious Education, were also available by Zoom to answer questions and provide help. 
Despite the inevitable hiccups that accompany new curricula and technology, parents and 
teachers both loved the “Christ in Us” program by Sadlier Publishing, said Briganti. And with 
online classes the likely norm this fall, bringing Family Catechesis to the larger school-year pro-
gram was an easy decision. 
The new program includes not only online classes, but sacramental rehearsals, presentations 
and new webinars as well. Briganti hopes that fewer in-person activities will also minimize schedule disruptions like those 
that cancelled First Holy Communion and Confirmation in the spring. Those sacraments have now been scheduled: First Holy 
Communion for 72 students will be celebrated at three Masses in September and October, while Confirmation for 62 will be 
celebrated in December, with Archbishop Nelson Pérez presiding. First Holy Communion and Confirmation for this year’s 
second and seventh graders will — we pray — be celebrated on schedule in the spring. 

Family Catechesis affirms 
parents’ role as their 

child’s primary catechist, 
nourishes parents’ faith, 

and fits busy family 
schedules. 

Above left: RCIA instruction has moved to Zoom indefinitely. Above right: The communal Easter Vigil Mass celebration welcoming catechumens into the church 
became a private affair this year. A masked Eric Germiller  received his sacraments before four guests at a distance in June.  

Receiving Holy Communion with a mask can be tricky, especially for 
First Communicants. PREP has made a how-to video for its children. 

 Sacramental Detours Light a New Path 
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CYO Cross Country 

At Mother of Providence, an A+ in Change 

T he 2019-20 school year was unlike any other, but Mother of Providence Regional 
Catholic School  students, faculty and parents did an amazing job.  Among the high-

lights: The school was recognized as an Archdiocesan School of Excellence, and the gradu-
ating class (bottom right) received more $126,000 in high school scholarships. When the 
building was closed in March, the school moved immediately into flex learning and found 
ways to keep traditions alive, such as a virtual May Procession (bottom left), Race for Educa-
tion and even Field Day. On July 30, MPRCS celebrated graduation and bid farewell to be-
loved music teacher Mary Claire Bowie, who retired after 30 years of tireless service. Au-
gust found teachers and students alike preparing for another unprecedented school year.  

T he May 25 killing of George Floyd by police ignited a summer of ac-
tion and dialogue about racial justice. St. John’s joined in both. 

At the invitation of Fr. Steve Thorne, 
pastor of St. Martin de Porres in North 
Philadelphia, the two parishes held a 
Zoom Town Hall on Racial Healing in 
June. The gathering (right) drew more 
than 200 people. 

From that event emerged a new and 
unique Joint Catholic Ministry on Ra-
cial Justice with five St. Martin de Porres parishioners, five SJC 
parishioners (Gerry Arango, Christina Costanzo, Joe McMahon, 
Nsoki Mavinga and Mary Chollet), and both pastors. The ministry 
meets monthly and will explore opportunities for education, un-
derstanding, advocacy and healing. 

Meanwhile, on Aug. 1, Fr. Ed joined  Rabbi Jeremy Gerber (left) of 
Congregation Ohev Shalom and other local faith leaders at a Black 
Lives Matter rally in Folsom. Fr. Ed also preaches often against 
racism, a message that has drawn both support and criticism. 

On Aug. 16, Fr. Brian Zumbrum added his voice to the anti-racism 
movement with an extraordinary homily at SJC (right) in which he 
called himself  “a racist in active recovery.” 

Thus, despite critics, the priests and parish follow firmly in the foot-
steps of Pope Francis, who has unequivocally condemned “the sin 

of racism”; the National Black Catholic Congress; the National Black Sister’s Conference; and the  U.S . 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, whose 2018 pastoral letter against racism, Open Wide Our Hearts, con-
cludes: “We will not cease to speak forcefully against and work toward ending racism.” 

‘We cannot tolerate 
or turn a blind eye 

to racism and exclusion 
in any form and yet claim 
to defend the sacredness 

of every human life’ 
Pope Francis, June 2020 

Classrooms were closed Friday afternoon, March 13, and flex learning began Monday morning.  
Traditions were tweaked, but even at a distance,  the school family was united in love and pride. 

‘The truth is that 
the sons and daughters 
of  the Catholic Church 

have been complicit 
in the evil of racism’ 
US Conference of Catholic Bishops 

Pastoral Letter, 2018 

 Leading on Racial Justice 
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        SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM PARISH

            ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT              

                          FOR THE FISCAL YEARS ENDED JUNE 30

GENERAL OPERATIONS ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET

2019 2020 2021 (5)

RECEIPTS:

Church Collections 1,273,845$           1,378,462$       1,167,500$           

Diocesan Collections/Sister Parish/Local Charities 206,173 175,045 NB

Interest, Dividends & Other Income 15,065 10,026 12,100

Religious Education Tuition 61,387 66,797 62,000

TOTAL RECEIPTS 1,556,470$           1,630,330$       1,241,600$           

EXPENSES:

Pastoral Care, Church & Rectory 

Salaries, Health & Pension Benefits 477,752$              461,148$          473,761$              

Religious Educ./Youth Group 108,339 96,791 75,052

Pastoral Expenses 101,497 62,945 72,050

Office and Other Administrative Costs 39,489 46,320 45,200

Insurance & Real Estate Taxes 36,363 41,758 44,100

Subtotal 763,440$              708,962$          710,162$              

School 

Financial Commitment to Mother of Providence(1) 229,500$              219,000$          210,000$              

Buildings & Ground

Maintenance & Utilities 117,319$              143,248$          114,250$              

Charitable Giving & Archdiocesan Assessment

Archdiocesan Assessment (2) 156,300$              157,200$          158,000$              

Diocesan Collections 138,279 108,302 NB

Charity-Local Community (3) 84,250 83,489 16,300

Subtotal 378,829$              348,991$          174,300$              

                                   TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 1,489,088$           1,420,201$       1,208,712$           

   OPERATING SURPLUS 67,382$                 210,129$          32,888$                 

Capital Improvements Expenditures (4) 176,385$              110,850$          

Cash Balance As of June 30, 2019 and 2020 699,223$              834,778$          

(1)    Mother of Providence Regional Catholic School (MPRCS) is our regional school, receiving financial support from Nativity

         BVM and St. John Chrysostom. All expenses related to the school and the school facilities are separately budgeted

        and accounted for by MPRCS and not reflected in the above financial report. 

(2)   Archdiocesan Assessment represents a percentage of our Parish collections paid to support Pastoral Administration.

(3)   Actual Local charities served includes both pass through contributions, e.g. Sister Parish(SKD), Operation Growl, St. Vincent 

        dePaul Society and direct contributions from the Parish. The budget only includes those contributions from our  

        general funds. Pass through contributions for SKD, Operation Growl and Thanksgiving/Christmas, etc. are not budgeted. 

(4)   Capital Expenditures 2020 include asbestos remediation and subsequesnt demolotion of convent. 

(5)   2021 Budget was prepared in April, 2020.  Due to the uncertainty at the time and the suspension of public Masses, 

        receipts were conservatively  projected.

 

Annual Parish Financial Report 
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Annual Parish Financial Report 

Community Outreach & Charities includes cash donations to local charities, Diocesan Collections, Sister Parish and 
payroll costs related to Parish staff member responsible for Parish Outreach ministries. Not included are Parish pro-
grams that provide non-cash items such as food, clothing, toiletries etc., e.g. Adopt-A-Family, St. Nicholas Tree, St. John’s 
Hospice, Aid for Friends and many food drives. 

Clergy & Religious Salary and Benefits includes the salary, health insurance, pension and residence expenses for our 
priests and Spiritual Director. 

PREP & Youth Group includes the salaries, benefits and all program costs, net of fees, associated with these ministries 
that serve our youth.  

Parish Commitment  is our parish financial support to our regional school, Mother of Providence Regional Catholic 
School (MPRCS).      MPRCS also receives financial support from Nativity BVM in Media. 

Faith Formation, Evangelization & Welcoming Activities includes the salary and costs associated with the R.C.I.A. pro-
gram, Homebound and Bereavement, our various adult education programs, speaker stipends, Mass Online, monthly/
seasonal reflective booklets and Parish social events. 

Liturgies include all expenses incurred for our Masses and special liturgies. Examples are costs for stipends, music, mis-
sals, church environment, candles and other necessary altar supplies.  

Facilities include all costs related to the Church, Parish House and Convent. These include maintenance, utilities, 
property insurance and the payroll costs associated with our parish employees responsible for maintaining the facilities.  

Administrative & Office includes the payroll for the office support staff, as well as all office equipment, technology, sup-
plies, mailings, postage etc., used for parish purposes and our various ministries. 

Archdiocesan Assessment represents a percentage of our collections paid to the Archdiocese of Philadelphia for their 
Pastoral Admin. 

Capital Expenditures include the asbestos abatement and demolition of the convent building. 
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PANDEMIC from page 1 

With a production boost from Brendan Lordan, a college-age parishioner quarantined 
at home in Wallingford, the quality im-
proved and the audience surged. But soon, 
it was time to pivot again, as the Archdio-
cese announced in late May that public 
Masses would return June 6. 

Ramping Up 

The news drew mixed reactions. While 
some worshipers were eager to return to 
church, most were not, and they pleaded 
for the new online Masses to continue. The 
parish was happy to do so, but the old 
church cameras long used to tape-record TV Masses pre-dated HD and WiFi by a generation. Still, 
in a few days, parishioners Grant Derhofer and Dan Lordan cajoled the best the old cameras had, 
then rigged up old laptops and a WiFi connection to enable a live stream. The images looked vin-
tage, the lighting and color flickered, and the WiFi wobbled, but the show went on  June 5 … and 
continues five days or more each week.  Over the summer, with online worship clearly here to 
stay, the parish embarked on plans for a total video upgrade in the church. That technology should 
be up and running this fall, thanks to the financial support of parishioners. 

Lights, Cameras, Sacraments 

Masses weren’t the only liturgies altered by COVID. Funerals, banned in some dioceses, were held 
at SJC but limited by law to a few masked loved ones at a distance. From that sad reality was born 
the strange new world of  Zoom and livestream funerals and baptisms, making rituals unheard of 
in February the norm by June. Weddings, meanwhile, were delayed or celebrated without guests.  

Parish life also changed, as minis-
tries sought to adapt and serve. The 

weekly Rosary in the chapel was held by conference call, uniting the quaran-
tined in prayer. Caregiver Support moved to Zoom, and monthly meetings 
increased to twice weekly. Bereavement Support tried Zoom, found it a poor 
fit, and then reached out to the bereaved by phone. 

Parish email communications shifted from weekly to daily, serving a rapidly 
growing list of nearly 2,000. The bulletin went online, making it more timely 
and less costly. The parish website was overhauled to add online contact 
capability, prayer requests, sick lists, COVID updates, and forms to request or 
offer assistance. Parishioners flooded the latter with offers to shop, run er-
rands and do odd jobs for those who were quarantined or homebound. 
Teams of parishioners were mobilized to make several rounds of check-in 
phone calls throughout the crisis to every parishioner age 65 and up. 

 

From Media to Malaysia, A YouTube Star is Born 

W ith Masses abruptly closed 
March 18, St. John’s scrambled 

to bring the liturgy to locked-down wor-
shipers. March 22 found Fr. Ed presiding 
at Sunday Mass before a handheld iPh-
one in the tiny Parish House chapel.  
From that beginning  grew a global 
YouTube audience for the Pastor’s 
Masses with Deacon John Bowie, peak-
ing at 4,000+ viewers on Ascension 
Thursday. By August, SJC’s YouTube 
channel boasted more than 550 sub-
scribers, 56,000+ views, and 10,000+ hours of viewership. 

Anna Elliott and Dominic D’Angelo had planned for  150 
wedding guests. On the big day in March, they had  12.   

Led by Paula Neely (above left), 
our Prayer Shawl Ministry used 
the lockdown to turn out scores 
of  new shawls and lap robes for 
the ill and dying, and christening 
blankets for parish baptisms. 

Above right:  Distanced, Youth Minister 
Caroline Tamaccio delivers a Youth Group care 
basket to parishioner Sheila Byrne at home. 

Parishioners 
put aside their 
own hardships 
and poured out  
support to the 
community. 
Top: Katie and 
Lou Bachetti 
took thousands 
of meals and 
tons of pantry 
items to six 
social-service 
partners. 

See PANDEMIC on next page 
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Transitions 
Jan. 1 —  July 31, 2020 

Baptisms  
Claire Elizabeth Bobek (Michael & Kathryn) 

Joseph Donald Cocos (William & Anne) 

Christopher William Daniels 

     (William & Amber) 

Gwendolyn Pascale Derhofer 

     (Grant & Giovanna) 

Anthony Xavier Devine (Nicholas & Lindsay) 

Evan Michael Grant (Michael & Kaitlyn) 

Raphael Kamil Pizzigoni Hanna  

     (Timothy & Dayna) 

Finn Michael Horsfield (Neil & Kathleen) 

Sean Patrick Kramer 

     (Christopher & Lauren) 

Benjamin Raymond Mack 

     (Alexander & Stephanie) 

Molly Patricia McDonnell (Thomas & Kara) 

Roman Michael McLaughlin 

     (Kevin & Nicole) 

Colton Alexander Reinke 

     (Alexander & Brittany) 

Mason John Shannon-Pierangeli 

     (Michael & Marisa) 

Jane Reynolds Snyder (David & Annelyssa)

Marriages 
Alan Alvarez & Sandra Wall 

Dominic D’Angelo & Anna Elliott 

James Doyle & Kathryn Logue 

Eric Germiller & Lisa Limmina 

Andrew Grajek & Chelsea Evans 

Alexander Johnson & Erin Shea 

In Memoriam 
Robert “Bob” Adams (March 15) 

Helen R. Andrews (March 10) 

Williams J. Barnhurst (June 29) 

Dominick P. Battel (April 19) 

Helen C. Bosler (May 31) 

Mary Therese Buemi (June 15) 

Sidney E. Cotter (May 14) 

Pauline Cristinziani (April 19) 

James H. Duffy (May 18) 

Dr. William F. Hushion (Feb. 4) 

Dolores Inverso (July 18) 

Philip J. Kulp (June 10) 

Camille S. Mallon (April 21) 

Margaret A. McKeown (April 4) 

Michael “Tony” McVeigh (June 28) 

Paul J. Messaros Sr. (April 5) 

Anita V. Monastra (Feb. 12) 

Patricia V. Lang (Feb. 13) 

Mari Moresi (March 25) 

Margaret O’Brien (July 2) 

James J. O’Hara (April 1) 

Peter V.  Palena Sr. (April 22) 

Marie C. Perry (March 9) 

Thomas J. Potter (Feb. 14) 

Dolores “Dee” Pucca (Jan. 30) 

Arthur J. Raymond (April 8) 

John Saunders (March 25) 

Anthony F. Sbarra (May 20) 

Michael Simchock Jr. (March 7) 

Cinthia Spencer (June 10) 

Anthony J. Valente (May 22) 

Howard S. Webb (May 27) 

Dolores M. Wettlaufer (July 12) 

Dylan V. Williams (June 3) 

Edward Williams (June 30) 

New Parishioners 
Rich Baggs & Samantha Daley (Lizzie) 

Keith & Colleen Cadigan (Casey) 

Anthony & Beth Caponigro 

     (Camilla, Dominic) 

Kathleen & Joseph Cardinuto 

Molly Culbert 

Amber & William Daniels 

Jonathan & Lauren DiPasquale 

     (Scarlet, Everly, Carson) 

Danielle Donahue 

Patricia “Trish” & David Eddins 

Jillian & Christopher George 

     (Carter, Morgan) 

Kyle & Megan Golrick 

Leah Goodnow 

Courtney Kelly & Marc Andrews 

     (Kayden) 

Elaine & Eric Kleinschmidt 

Fati Lafia-Soumaila 

Jason & Allison Latch 

William “Billy” & Holly Lynch 

     (Adrian, Teddy, Veronica) 

Linda Mattia-Huffman & Mark Huffman 

Kathryn “Kate” McGirr & Chris Tenove 

Alyssa & Brian Moran 

John Mullen 

Ryan & Hilari Murphy (Finn, Rowan) 

Rebecca & Andrew Nuver (Joseph, James) 

Jo Olenik 

Liz & Shawn Pecora (Sebastian, Julian) 

Donna Quinn 

Andy & Lysa Rieger (Alice, Caeli) 

Bob & Margarita Scott 

Darla Sheehan (Lyla, Alice) 

Alicia & Brian Smith 

Cabrina & Nicholas Stanek 

     (Violet, Xavier, Zoey) 

Katie Thomas 

Marjorie Tinsley 

Vu & Katharine Tran (Logan, Mia) 

Anita & Brian Wiest (Charlotte, Grayson) 

Candie & Rich Williams 

 
Meanwhile, parishioner support for the community poured forth.  By Aug. 1, parishioners had dropped off more than 5,000 homemade 
meals at the Parish House for delivery to local partners — more meals than in all of 2019. Tons of nonperishable food, diapers, baby items, 
and toiletries filled the church vestibule for frequent distribution by volunteers to a half-dozen community partners . A mountain of school 
supplies went to  CityTeam; homemade masks, to our vulnerable neighbors. Our Prayer Shawl Ministry knitted and delivered dozens of  
beautiful shawls and blankets for the ill and dying, as well as christening blankets for our newborns. Our Youth Group made care baskets for 
the homebound and sandwiches for the homeless. Confidential requests for assistance were answered quickly.  
These and other unexpected new graces are helping to bring our parish community through this time of terrible loss.  
And grace, as the hymn reminds us, will lead us home. 

PANDEMIC from page 6 
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us know about changes to 
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Virtual Congregation, Real Unity. With public Masses closed, these and other family photos became our “Virtual Congregation” 
for Fr. Ed’s private Masses in the chapel. Their presence was a joy and brought life to our liturgies. 

Keep up with our fall and winter events and schedules at www.sjcparish.org! 


