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The Season of Creation 2021 came to an end on October 4 with the 
Feast of St. Francis, the Patron Saint of Ecology. 

Who was Francis of Assisi?                                     

Francis was born in the Italian town of Assisi sometime between 
1181 and 1182. He was the son of a wealthy cloth merchant and 
dreamed in his early life of becoming a knight. After he was taken 
captive during a battle with a neighboring town in 1201, Francis 
became severely ill. During this time, his conversion began. 

Several years later, as he was beginning a new military expedition, he 
had a dream in which God spoke to him, and he returned to Assisi to 
tend to the sick. A year later, in 1206, he had another vision, in which 
Jesus directed him to rebuild his church. Francis first took this 
message to mean to repair the Church of San Damiano, outside 
Assisi, but later understood it as the wider church, and, some say, 
even creation itself. 

From there, Francis fully committed himself to the church, 
abandoning his possessions and inheritance for a life of poverty and 
simplicity. He went on to found the Order of Friars Minor (The 
Franciscans), along with co-founding the Order of St. Clare. 

He was known for his love of all creation but also for his dedication 
to the poor, peace and interreligious dialogue.  

Francis died in October 1226. Less than two years later, he was 
canonized a saint.  

On Nov. 29, 1979, Pope John Paul II declared St. Francis of Assisi the 
patron of ecology and of those who promote ecology. 
John Paul II wrote, "Among the holy and admirable men who have 
revered nature as a wonderful gift of God to the human race, St 
Francis of Assisi deserves special consideration." 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

     
 

      

                                                    

       

 

Plastic Bag Ban Begins in Philly! 

 
For More information: https://patch.com/pennsylvania/philadelphia/plastic-bag-
ban-begins-friday-philly-what-you-need-know 
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Social Justice Book/Movie Night - Save the Date 
 

Fair Trade Fair is Back! 

Our Justice and Peace sponsored Fair Trade Fair is returning this year in a 
modified fashion because of COVID precautions.  It will start in early 
November with the opportunity for parishioners to order Fair Trade gifts 
directly from the vendor, Servv International. The link and further information 
will be provided in time for you to place your orders for Christmas.  You will 
see some of the favorites that we have offered in the past in addition to new 
products. 

At the SJC’s annual Advent Fair on November 28, we will be selling your 
favorites! Olive oil, coffee and chocolate!   

Why Buy Fair Trade? 

Fair trade is a global movement made up of a diverse network of producers, 
companies, consumers, advocates and organizations putting people and 
planet first. A product with the Fair Trade Certified seal means that the 
following conditions are being met:   

Safe working conditions, Environmental Protection, Sustainable livelihoods 
and Community development funds. 

 

. 

 

The next Social Justice Book Night will be held on Tuesday, November 16 from 
7 to 8:15 via Zoom.  The book or movie will be announced soon in the 
bulletin.  

For more information:  https://patch.com/pennsylvania/philadelphia/plastic-bag-

ban-begins-friday-philly-what-you-need-know 

 

 

He went on to note Francis' deep sense of the Creator at work in the 
world, and through it, the presence of the divine spirit. John Paul II 
mentioned too the "Canticle of the Creatures," Francis' famous prayer 
poem that is one of the cornerstones of Franciscan spirituality. 
 
The canticle's recurring refrain "Praised be you, my Lord," or in Umbrian 
dialect of early Italian, "Laudato Si', mi signore," inspired the name of 
Pope Francis' 2015 encyclical on the environment and human ecology, 
"Laudato Si', on Care for Our Common Home 
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News from Kay Lasante - 9/29/21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

You may have been fooled as I was into believing that Crayola Markers dutifully 

collected and returned to Crayola’s ColorCycle Program by schools and other  

 

 

 

 

 

 
     It has been over a month since the devastating earthquake hit Haiti. The areas 
most affected are still reeling. The death toll stands at 2200 and is still 
rising.  Over 800,000 people have been affected. Our clinic, Kay Lasante, is 80 
miles from the epicenter, however our staff is intimately involved with relief 
efforts. 
     Three of our staff members have started visiting the earthquake areas, 
bringing supplies like medications and bandages and offering medical care with a 
compassionate touch. We are supporting them financially thanks to your 
generous donations.  Your financial aid is going directly to those who are without 
housing, medical care, food, and clean water. This week, our administrator is 
traveling to the Dominican Republic for the second time to purchase additional 
tents and tarps which will be distributed to people lacking shelter in the 
earthquake affected area. In addition, we are sending hygiene products and 
nutritional supplements for children. 
     Through your generosity, we are also supporting the efforts of the What If 
Foundation. The What If Foundation provides food, education, and community 
support programs in the Ti Place Cazeau neighborhood, the same neighborhood 
where Kay Lasante Clinic is located. We have known and worked closely with 
What If for many years. Recently, What If staff traveled to the earthquake 
affected area to assist with relief efforts. They have established mobile clinics, 
teams to distribute food and clean water, and are working to obtain school 
supplies and organize so that children can continue their education as soon as 
possible. 
     According to the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs, health and shelter are the most urgent priorities. Water-borne illnesses, 
like cholera, are at risk for resurgence.  We pray for quick and plentiful assistance 
to decrease any of these longer lasting consequences. 
     Back in Port-au-Prince, Kay Lasante Clinic continues to open its doors to all 
patients, including earthquake survivors that have relocated to seek resources. 
The staff tirelessly offers primary care for adults and children with dignity and 
compassion. Their work and presence are needed as much now as ever. They 
carry on courageously despite the many challenges they face during this 
tumultuous time. 
     Thank you for your prayers and support of our efforts to participate in 
earthquake relief in Haiti.  Kay Lasante could not continue without each of you. 
We rely on your generosity so that Kay Lasante continues to thrive and serve 
those most in need. 
 
Blessings and Peace, 
Mary Beth Appel, Johanna Berrigan, Kara Chambers-Grant 
Bishop Thomas Gumbleton, and Katie Huynh 
 
 

 

If interested in donating, 
checks are preferred, 
and should be made 

payable to: 
 

House of Grace Catholic 
Worker 

1826 E. Lehigh Ave. 
Philadelphia, PA 19125 

or 
Bishop Tom Gumbleton 

1616 Bagley Street 
Detroit, MI 48216 

 
***Please be sure to 

write Kay Lasante on the 

memo line*** 
  

Please note our new 
Web address 

www.kaylasantehaiti.org 

 

 

http://www.kaylasantehaiti.org/


 

 

We pray that we all will make courageous choices for a simple 
and environmentally sustainable lifestyle. 

 
 Live a sober and simple lifestyle 

“A minority believes that it has the right to consume in a way which 
can never be universalized, since the planet could not even contain 
the waste products of such consumption” (Pope Francis).  
My response: I will discern my consumption habits and prayerfully 
discern my expenses. 

 Care for the Common Home 
“The natural environment is a collective good, the patrimony of all 
humanity and the responsibility of everyone. If we make something 
our own, it is only to administer it for the good of all.” (Pope Francis).  
My response: I will make a resolution to consume less and share more 
with my brothers and sisters. 

 Admire and be grateful for creation 
“We are called to include in our work a dimension of receptivity and 
gratuity. It is another way of working, which forms part of our very 
essence. It protects human action from becoming empty 
activism.” (Pope Francis).  
My response: I will take free time off to make myself aware of my life 
and to be grateful for it. I will take time to be with my brothers and 
sisters. 

 Work for others 
“The human person grows more, matures more and is sanctified more 
to the extent that he or she enters into relationships, going out from 
themselves to live in communion with God, with others and with all 
creatures.” (Pope Francis)  
My response: I will seek to be generous, helping others in the 
community, in my family and at work. 

 Support and assist courageous decisions made by young people 
“In those countries which should be making the greatest changes in 
consumer habits, young people have a new ecological sensitivity and a 
generous spirit, and some of them are making admirable efforts to 
protect the environment.” (Pope Francis)  
My response: I will support community initiatives for the care of the 
Common Home with prayer and service, to the extent of my abilities. 
  

 
 

 

 

 

                                                   
  

 

 

 

 

 

                              

       

 

An Environmentally 

Sustainable Lifestyle – The 

Pope Video 9 – September 

2021 - YouTube                   

 

 

St. John Chrysostom Parish 
Justice & Peace Committee 
 
For more information about 
J&P please contact Peggy 
Beck at 
psbeck1@gmail.com 
 
For information about the 
Care of Creation Team, 
please contact Janelle 
Cooney at 
cooneyjanelle@gmail.com 
 
SJC’s J&P webpage 
https://sjcparish.org/peace-
and-justice 
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Pope Francis’  

 

The Pope’s Corner 
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