
For Christians, the season of Advent is one of waiting, 
preparation and hope.  We wait for the coming of the 
Lord.  We prepare through prayer and sacrifice.  And 
we hope to share in God’s glory and grace.   
 
Unfortunately, many people in our area find it hard to 
hope because of illness, disability or financial hardship.  
 
We at St. John’s can do something to help.  The Adopt-
A-Family Outreach Ministry gives us the opportunity to 

restore their hope and help these families enjoy their Christmas season. 
 
Each year, approximately 70 families are screened and referred by the St. Vincent de Paul Society, the 
Wallingford-Swarthmore School District, the Hispanic Ministry, and other organizations.  So far, we have 
been able to adopt everyone who has been referred to us. 
 

Who adopts the families?  Over 80 donors contribute each year.  These are individuals, groups of 
friends, families, neighbors, co-workers or members of a ministry at St. John’s. 
 

How does Adopt-A-Family work? Each group is assigned the needs of one family and provided 
with ages, sizes and gift suggestions for each family member. Donors then buy and wrap the gifts and 
bring them to the Mother of Providence School Gym on Saturday, Dec. 11.   
 

How much do you spend?  That’s up to the donor, but donors should be aware that these gifts are 
often the only ones each family receives.  And, of course, all the children in each family should be 
treated equitably.  
 

If I can’t support a whole family, are there other ways to help? Yes! We are always in need of 
gift cards from a supermarket, Target or Walmart to supplement the gifts given to each family. And if 
you are not able to donate or shop, perhaps consider joining us as a “sorter” on Dec. 11, helping to 
check in and sort the gifts for delivery to the families.   
 

Schedule 

Donors are being recruited now, and we hope to notify most donors about their families by mid-
November. Donors then buy and wrap the gifts and bring them to the Mother of Providence School Gym 

on Saturday, December 11.  Volunteers will check in and sort the gifts. This gives the organizations 
time to deliver the gifts to the families in time for Christmas. 
 

Contacts: 
Linda Elser  Linda_Elser@verizon.net  610-613-3083 
Jim and Lynn Paolucci Jamespaolucci@aol.com  610-888-8795 
Kim Pizzirusso  dkpizzirusso@comcast.net  610-470-9035 
 
 

We invite you to join us and help families in need this season. 

Thank you! 
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