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S t. John Chrysostom Parish has long been blessed 
with spectacular youth, and the new year  

opened with two new outstanding leaders for them. 

Youth Choir 
Marc Dulberg, a professional violinist and music teach-
er, stepped last fall into the role of Youth Choir direc-
tor, succeeding longtime director Donna Ward. Jenny 

Alexander and Theresa Cunnane, 
parishioners and musicians, assist 
Marc in his new position.  

"It is a joy to work with the children 
and hear them sing each week at 
practice,” said Marc. “They make 
me so proud at each Mass.  I am 
especially impressed by their poise and pro-

fessionalism.  We are all so very fortunate to be surrounded by 
such love and support at St. John Chrysostom." 

The choir includes 
Marc’s son Eddie, a 
talented sixth grad-
er at Mother of 
Providence Regional 
Catholic School. The 
choir is open to all 
area youth in grades 
4- 12 and rehearses 
from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Wednesdays. 
The choir sings at 
one Mass a month, 

on Christmas Eve, and has even sung  at a wedding. 

Youth Group 
The parish also recently welcomed Caroline Tamaccio to the staff 
as Coordinator of Youth Ministry. In the part-time position, Caro-
line will lead our Youth Group program, developing opportunities 
for  our middle school and high school students to serve , make 
friends and grow in faith.  

Caroline joins us from St. Bernadette’s Parish in Drexel Hill, where 
the mother of two girls serves as an eighth-grade catechist and a 
Eucharistic Minister. Caroline has extensive professional experi-

ence working with youth of all ages.  Aided by youth leaders Mary 
Kate Klodarska and Molly Divis, Caroline is 
building an exciting program for our fast-
growing Youth Group . 

“I am eager to get to know each member of 
youth group, “ said Caroline. “Together, we 
will nourish our spirits, serve our neighbors, 
and make many lasting memories.” 

And Then There’s…. 
Youth Group and Youth Choir aren’t the only places you’ll find St. 
John’s younger generation. Dozens of our children, youth and 
teens  are active in our parish as Altar Servers, Ushers, Junior Lec-
tors, Boy and Girl Scouts, and other roles. And that does not in-
clude the 200+ SJC youth you will find in one program alone. (Do 
you know which one? See top of page 5.) 

New Year, New Era for SJC Youth Programs 

Marc Dulberg, Jenny Alexander and Theresa Cunnane  
lead the Youth Choir. 

New Youth Minister Caroline Tamaccio (third from right) joined the Youth Group and 
families at the Stinson Tower Christmas Party in Chester. 

Marc  Dulberg 

Caroline Tamaccio 
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O ur parish lives out Dorothy Day’s lesson year round. Our fall and Advent were seasons of 
love and community, when joy, faith, service and generosity overflowed. 

‘We have learned that the only solution is love... 

 

Youth Group - Good Works Blessing of the Animals 

Welcome Sunday  

CYO Cross Country Happy 60th, Fr. Ed! Thanksgiving Baskets 

Photo credits  
(clockwise from 

above):  
Bob  Quinn, 

Mary Chollet, 
AnneMarie 
Leinhauser, 

Linda Rooney, 
Brian  O’Rourke, 

Peggy Fala. 
Page 3 credits: 

Bob Quinn (altar), 
Chuck Zech (Adopt 

a Family), 
Kristina Vacha 

(crèche).  
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...and that love comes with community’ 

Adopt a Family 

Knights Ready the Crèche 

Christmas  

Stinson Tower Christmas Party 

Advent Fair Trade Festival 
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Around Our Ministries 

A prayer shawl for a dying friend. A hot lunch for a  
homeless man. A house repaired. A visitor bringing 

Holy Communion. Music that lifts a liturgy. Help in a crisis. 

At St. John’s, ministries are the lifeblood of our parish, 
making a difference in countless ways every day. Our 
ministry leaders tirelessly shepherd this work, some of 
them for years.  

The best part: When one leader needs to move on, 
someone else answers the call to step forward. And when 
new needs arise, parishioners respond. Our work expands 
and continues. We are profoundly grateful for our ministry 
leaders and for the holy work they do every day.  

‘To love God and neighbor 
is not something abstract, 
but  profoundly concrete.  

It means seeing in every person 
the face of the Lord to be served, 

to serve him concretely.’ 
Pope Francis 

 St. Vincent de Paul 

St. John’s Conference of the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul has been under the care of Deacon Walt 
Lance (above left) for most of its 20 years. Now, 
Deacon Walt is taking a well-earned step aside, 
and the conference has elected Mary Moody 
(right) to succeed him. 

The Bernardine Center 
St. John’s has long served The Bernardine Center in 
Chester with food and other donations, but our ser-
vice was not coordinated  until now. The Center is 
now a standing parish ministry led by parishioner 
Mary Murray (right). Mary is seeking groups of 2-3 
parishioners who can cook and serve a hot brunch 
once a month to the Center’s homeless clients. Learn 
more about the brunch program and other needs at www.sjcparish.org/
bernardine-center. 

Passing the Torch … and Lighting New Ones 

Cub Scouts 

Pete Modesti (right) is the new adult 
face of Cub Scout Pack 605.  A wel-
come addition to our Scout leadership 
team, Pete  is supporting veteran 
Scoutmaster Steve Balmer (left).  
Steve, who has given years of dedicat-
ed service to our parish youth, contin-
ues to lead Troop 605 as well as coach 
CYO track. 

Adult Acolytes 

Longtime parishioner Marie Morrissey 
(right) wears two new ministry hats. She 
has taken on leadership of the Adult Aco-
lytes, succeeding Jean Mulcahy (left), who 
has retired from the parish pastoral staff. 
Marie is also now coordinating  the aco-
lytes, lectors and Eucharistic Ministers who 
serve at our daily Mass, a vital task long 
filled by Deacon Ray Vadino. 

Adopt a Family 

St. John’s Adopt a Family has been led by 
several long-serving shepherds over the 
years. The ministry fulfills the Christmas 
wish lists of dozens of families—53 fami-
lies with 160 children this year alone!  
After succeeding longtime leader Maria 
Strauman (left) several years ago,  leaders 
Ann and Chuck Zech (right) are stepping 
down for  a new team to be named soon. 
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Y outh Group and Youth Choir aren’t the only 
young games in town at SJC. More than 200 

parishioners in grades 1-12 participate in SJC’s CYO. 

Dozens of adults, including more than 
40 volunteer coaches, give of their 
time to make the 12-month slate of 
sports fun, exciting and safe. A board 
of 14 advises the organization. 

“We are extremely lucky in our 
parish to have so many kids who 
want to play and so many volun- 
teer coaches to help,” said CYO director Brian O’Rourke. “We thank them and our board for their time in making the 
program so successful.”  

CYO sports run year round. Spring registration is already open for track and field, intramural soccer, and tennis. Adult 
volunteers and coaches are always needed! Please visit the CYO tab at www.sjcparish.org to learn more. 

Calling All Youth 
St. John’s has a variety of ministries 
and organizations specifically for 
children, youth and teenagers: 

 Altar Servers (grades 4-8) 
 Boy/Cub/Girl Scouts (all ages) 
 CYO (grades 1-12) 
 Junior Lectors (grades 5-8) 
 Ushers (ages 16 and up) 
 Youth Choir (grades 4-12) 
 Youth Group (grades 6-12) 

In addition, knitters of all ages are 
welcome to our Prayer Shawl Minis-
try; and high schoolers are welcome 
to our Justice & Peace Committee, 
as PREP catechists, and other minis-
tries. Each ministry’s information is 
available at www.sjcparish.org. 

The parish also offers service pro-
jects throughout the year that wel-
come youth. Look for these oppor-
tunities on the parish homepage 
and in the bulletin. 

O n Saturdays hot and cold throughout the year, St. John’s Habitat for Humanity minis-
try answers the call to shelter our brothers and sisters by working on home con-

struction projects around Wilmington, DE. 

Habitat is an international faith-based organization that 
builds new homes and rehabs existing ones to enable low-
income participants to buy their own homes. Homeowners 
must provide at least 200 hours of “sweat equity” and have 
a financial plan to afford the monthly mortgage payments. 

St. John’s Habitat has worked for more than 10 years with 
Habitat of New Castle County on many sites and is now exploring opportunities with 
Habitat’s newly revived Delaware County chapter. 

In August, Chris Mills and Paul Bates (left) joined  our crew on a block of new town-
houses near downtown Wilmington. In November, the crew of (above) Tom 
Monari, Rich Scott, Charlie Thomas, Chris Mills, Peggy Tareila, Habitat leader 

Skip Corey and Bill Yost (not shown) framed out two new homes. Please join us for our next work day. 
All skill levels are welcome. Contact Skip Corey (right) at frank.corey@qmls.com or 610-212-2999.  

Habitat for Humanity: Building Homes, Hope  

CYO: On the Ball 

Photo credits:  Brian O’Rourke (top, bottom);  
Sean Riley (left) 

mailto:frank.corey@qmls.com
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PREP: Learning & Living Our Faith 

E very week, our Parish Religious Education Program (PREP) 
leaders, catechists and volunteers help our 300+ 

students joyfully answer our Gospel call to love and serve as 
they study our faith. This fall, we also marked some milestones. 

Mrs. Broome's and Mrs. Kane's third graders collected children’s 
books for families in foster care. 

Eighty-three PREP and MPRCS second graders celebrated First Reconciliation . Mr. Bachetti’s sixth graders made casseroles for St. John’s Hospice. 

Theresa Hedlund received the Archdiocese’s St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Award on Jan. 14 for her 20 
years of service as SJC’s Director of Religious Edu-
cation.  Congratulations  and  thank you, Theresa! 

Mrs. Plunkett’s and Mrs. Burge’s fourth graders made cards for our homebound. 

Mrs. Farrell's fifthh graders sent prayers with their cards for eenia Hospice. 
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A t  Mother of Providence, we witness the faith and success of 
our students , faculty and staff every day. We are doubly 

blessed when our achievements are recognized by others. Thus, this 
season has been an especially proud and happy one, as our school 
received several honors. We are grateful for the spirit, faith, generos-
ity and hard work that make Mother of Providence so exceptional!  
 
 

D uring this new year, our Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults again looks forward to the spring milestones—the Rite of Election, 
Call to Continuing Conversion, and Day of Reflection— that highlight our journey to the Easter Vigil Mass. There, Emma and 

Alissa Bristow, Kunle Folarin and Matthew Rockle will receive the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Holy Communion, while Ash-
ley Maze will receive all of the Sacraments of Initiation 
(Baptism, Confirmation, and First Holy Communion). 

In addition to our weekly classes, our RCIA family kept busy in 
November by assisting with the Advent Festival, hosting a holi-
day table overflowing with delicious breads, cupcakes, cookies 
and other Christmas goodies. Special thanks to Linda and Jona-
than Jackson, Gloria Mann, Dave Tannenbaum, Theresa White, 
Elaine Mott, and our RCIA and parish bakers. 

RCIA is also proud to announce that our 2016 
graduate Matthew Spalding-Criscuolo (right) 
achieved second honors at St. Elizabeth High 
School of Wilmington, DE, and was one of only 
eight  freshmen to be awarded academic ex-
cellence in Sacred Scripture. Way to go, Matt! 

We at RCIA welcome anyone to come journey with us. Wheth-
er you are considering membership in the Catholic Church or 

are a baptized teen or adult who wishes to complete the Sacraments of Initiation, we are here for you. It is never too late to join us. 
Please contact Elaine Mott at 610-639-5878 or emott@sjcparish.org. 

RCIA: Journey of Faith 

Meet our 2016-17 RCIA family. Front (L-R): director Elaine Mott, Alissa Bristow, 
Emma Bristow, Ashley Maze and baby Luke, Jeanne-Marie Blystone, 
Marie Anderson. Back (L-R): Matthew Rockle, Kunle Folarin, Dave Tannenbaum, 
Theresa White, Gloria Mann, Jonathan Jackson. 

        MPRCS: A Season to Celebrate 

Eighth grader Gabriel Lehman (above) received the 
Connelly Foundation’s Neumann Scholarship, earn-
ing him a four-year scholarship to Cardinal O’Hara 
High School. Gabriel was one of just 40 students 
selected from 899 who took the qualifying exam.  
Foundation president Josephine Mandeville present-
ed the award, joined by Mother of Providence  princi-
pal Therese Waters and Fr. Ed Hallinan.  

Connelly Foundation Grants 
provided 30 Chromebooks and a 3D printer. 

Neumann 
Scholarship 

SAGE Awards 
The Healey Education 
Foundation recognized  
tremendous growth in 
our Annual Fund. 
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Keep up with SJC news 
and events. Add or up-

date your email address 
with the Parish House. 

Thomas & Samantha Albany 
 (Jake, Travis) 
Marlum & Jenna Aroche 
 (Mia-Riley, 
  Carmen-Marie) 
Bob & Samantha Baker  
 (Skylar) 

John A. Barracliff (Ava) 
Kevin and Amy Benner (Mia, Jake) 
Joseph and Gina Brennan 
 (Carter, Nolan, Evan) 
Alexander and Amy Brown 
 (Alaina, Nathan) 
Andrew and Dorota Brown 
 (Andrew, Luke) 
Chris Cappelli 
Melissa Daley (McKenna) 
Rich Davis II 
Nazareno and Elizabeth DeLuca 
 (Theodore) 
Kinga & Maria Dziembowska 
Paul and Nicole Fancher (Peyton) 
Gerard and Mary Jane Fisher 
Patrick and Deborah Friel 
 (Garrett, Liam, Payton) 

Anthony and Anne Grassi 
 (Kristen, Scott, Analise, Alexa) 
Timothy & Dayna Hanna 
Geoffrey and Zofia Harkins (Troy) 
Daniel and Monica Hughes (Cadence) 
Andrea Iovacchini 
Nicholas Iovacchini 
Kevin and Christine Jackson 
 (Scott, Hallie, Matthew) 
Zachary and Ann Kaye 
 (Emily, Lillian) 
Michael and Katherine Kelker 
 (Gretchen, Bridget, Rachel) 
Jessica Kempa 
Joseph and Julianne Leggio 
 (Nicholas, Joey) 
Melissa and Mike Logan 
Steven and Abby Lucking 
Ashley L. Maze (Luke) 
Rosa Martinez (Abigail, Erick) 
Kim Wells Milam (Lindsay) 
Bob and Peggy Morro 
Meg Morro 
Kevin and Becky Mueller 
William and Christina Neef (Nathan) 

Linda O’Neill 
Steve and Suzanne O’Neill 
 (Melissa) 
Stephen and Chrissy Penning 
 (Trevor, Liam, Cora) 
Beth Pezzano 
Rita Pirollo 
Scott and Renee Pollins 
 (Emily, Laney, Olivia) 
Brian Read and Stacy Forcina-Read 
 (Juliana, Justin) 
Jamie and Matthew Rockle Sr.  
 (Matthew, Autumn, 
  Alexander, Evelyn) 
Joseph and Ashley Scopeuiti 
Jared and Michelle Shutt 
Patricia Sinni 
Brandon and Christie Smith 
 (Kailey, Koleman) 
Bethany Thomas (Avery) 
Gary & Barbara Vermeulen 
Jared & Lisa Victorius 
 (Davis) 
Samantha & Ryan Wilson 

Welcome, New Parishioners!Welcome, New Parishioners!Welcome, New Parishioners!   
July July July ---   December 2016December 2016December 2016 


