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From the Pastor… 

Dear friends, 
 

Just as this issue of The Angelus was about to go to the printer, I was diagnosed with a malignant brain tumor. I have 

spent six of the past seven weeks in the hospital, have had two  major surgeries and numerous complications, and now I 

am in the midst of receiving radiation and chemotherapy.  
 

Due to my illness, I came to the conclusion that it was best for me and for the parish that I resign as Pastor and make 

room for a new Pastor to lead you. My main priority for myself right now is my health, and I find I need to focus all my 

energy on my treatments and therapies.   
 

I have mixed feelings about leaving St. John’s at this time, especially because of the suddenness of my illness.  I take with 

me many wonderful memories of my years at St. John’s and all the good we have shared.  I am grateful for all the support 

you have given me during my time at St. John’s and for all we have accomplished during those years. I am particularly 

grateful for your support of our parish renovation project—it is a legacy that will last for many years. 
 

I am most grateful for all your prayerful support during my illness, and I also appreciate all the cards and notes you have 

sent to me this summer. More than a few of you have reminded me of things I have said to you over the years, which is 

both surprising and humbling.  One thing I must say a lot is, ―The best is yet to come.‖  I still believe that—for you and 

for me!  
 

I was happy to hear that the Cardinal assigned Fr. Ed Hallinan as the next Pastor at St. John’s. Fr. Hallinan has a long 

history of ministry in the inner city and a deep commitment to service. I believe he is just the person to carry on the good 

works we have begun. 
 

I hope I will be able to say goodbye in person when my health permits and my strength returns. Until then, please be 

assured of my continued prayers for all of you. 
 

God bless, 

 

Fr. Jim Bajorek 
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Meet the O’Brien Family 
By Mike and Joan O’Brien 

 

 We joined St. John’s when we moved to Wallingford in 1994.  Joan is from South Philadelphia and Mike is from 

suburban Chicago—Phillies Fan meets Cubs Fan. We met at work in 1989 and were married at St. Richard’s (Joan’s 

neighborhood parish) on April 16, 1994. The reception was held at Palumbo’s—one of the last receptions before its 

premature closure. 
  

We have two children—Erin and Cara—who both attend St. John 

Chrysostom School. They are involved in soccer, basketball, swimming, Irish 

dance and Girl Scouts. Mike works in Center City for a reinsurance 

intermediary and Joan runs the household in addition to her volunteer work at 

St. John’s School. We think that the school is an exceptional place, with a 

great sense of faith and community. We love it as parents, and our children 

can’t imagine going anywhere else. 
  

For many years, we attended the 11:30 Mass, but since Erin became an Altar 

Server we now have the opportunity to attend all the different Masses. We are 

big fans of the Faithful Band and the Adult Choir. Joan will soon begin 

training as a lector, and we will be helping with Pre Cana this year. Joan has 

helped out at St. John’s Vacation Bible School over the years; she really 

enjoyed it and our kids have gotten so much out of their time there.  We are 

also active with the Home and School Association and were part of the 

organizational team for the St. John’s Golf Outing. 
  

Our faith is very important to us. We both grew up with strong foundations 

through our families. This included our education as we both attended Catholic elementary school and high school. Our 

faith has helped us during the good times as well as the bad. In the last ten years we’ve both had to deal with the loss of a 

parent; Mike having lost both parents in that time. Having God in our lives made the grief a little easier to bear. 
 

St. John’s means a great deal to us. It is our first and only parish as a family. Erin and Cara were baptized at St. Johns. Erin 

received her First Holy Communion two years ago, and Cara will receive First Communion next year. The wonderful 

families that we have met through the parish, the school and organizations like Marriage Encounter make St. John’s the 

special parish that it is to us. 

  

 

 St. John Chrysostom Parish Mission Statement 
 

We, the people of St. John Chrysostom Parish, recognize our baptismal call to continue the mission of Jesus 

and to grow as a faith community.  Our parish theme, ―To Serve Him Is To Reign‖ reflects our desire to fulfill 

this mission through lives of service.  Accepting  this call, we respond as a parish community that… 

  Worships God 

Creates and nourishes Christian Community 

Teaches the message of Christ 

Serves those in need 

Proclaims the Good News 
 

 Through the intercession of St. John Chrysostom, we pray for God’s guidance and strength to continue to bear witness to 

Jesus and to make our parish a beacon for all who seek God’s light and warmth. 
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  Submitted by Carolyn Larson 

On May 15, 2011, all ministry members received a special blessing at all Masses, and the St. John's Stewardship 

Committee sponsored a presentation of Ministry of the Year. This is our annual weekend to acknowledge the dedication of 

time, talent and treasure that our ministries give throughout the year and to say, ―thank you.‖ This year’s Ministry of the 

Year selection has a long history in our parish that has touched thousands of parishioners going back 41 years. 
 

The 2011 Ministry of the Year is PREP (Parish Religious Education Program) headed by Theresa Hedlund. In 1970, 

Monsignor Stevenson recognized the changing dynamics of our parish and assigned Fr. Dillon to start the Confraternity of 

Christian Doctrine (CCD) program. In 1972, he appointed Sr. Anne McCafferty as the first full-time minister. By 1976, she 

had introduced the Family Program, which greatly expanded parental involvement in their children’s religious education. 

Over the next 20 years, hundreds of St. John’s parents taught children and teenagers in their homes for 3 weeks of the 

month, with a family activity on the 4th weekend. This was also the beginning of the Easter Egg Hunt and Parish Picnic.  
 

Today’s PREP continues to instill the message of our faith by 

spreading the word of God and teaching the truth and values of 

the Catholic Church to the youth of the parish.  The program 

encourages children to develop a life-long relationship with Jesus 

through example, service and prayers. Children aged 3 ½ 

through 14 participate in PREP classes offered on Sunday 

mornings. 
 

This program is unique in that it offers the option of ―Home 

Class Program‖ in addition to Sunday morning. This year there 

were 14 home classes with a total of 51 students. The ―Home 

Class Program‖ has been in existence for approximately 41 

years. Most classes range in size from 6 – 8 students. Some of 

them developed from the neighborhood environment (families 

and children geographically located). The curriculum taught in the 

home classes is identical to the one offered on the church grounds. 

Most of our home catechists choose to stay with their students through the entire program from 1st through 8th grade.   
 

Our volunteer catechists are a highly-dedicated group of volunteers. They generously donate their time, God-given gifts 

and faith to ensure that the children understand and appreciate their precious Catholic faith. The following Catechists have 

been with us for 5 or more years:  Donna Bonser, Jane Crow, Karen Flynn, Denise George, Linda Gillespie, Jayne Hunter, 

Ann Kennedy, Bernadette Kline, Theresa Kryszan, Laura Lombardo, Karen Magee, Maria May, Christine McAndrews, 

Sandy McCulley, Jennifer McGaffin, Valerie McLaughlin, Janet Ruch, Lisa Sherer, Heather Smith, Marianne Smith, Steve 

Barr and  John Borbee. Thank you to all of our wonderful catechists and parents who volunteer their time and talent as 

well!  
 

Theresa Hedlund makes sure that all of these things happen with the help of her assistant, Cheryl Stockman. Theresa has 

been a St. John's parishioner for 23 years and has coordinated this ministry of service for the past 13 years. PREP reaches 

into our parish community in a big way. We are grateful for this sign of God's presence in our lives.  
 

If you are interested in being a part of this fun-filled faith ministry, please contact Mrs. Theresa Hedlund at 610-872-4673 

ext. #131 or e mail: stjohnsreligiouseducation@comcast.net. 

  

 

Carolyn Larsen, Theresa Hedlund and Father 

Bajorek 
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                         St. John School Update 
By  Kay Kelly, Principal 

 

 

―First Do No Harm‖ has been our motto throughout the course of the past school year. This theme was reflected in 

our liturgical celebrations, academic studies and the Learning Fair.  It has been uppermost in our minds as we 

collected new summer clothing items for children who are less fortunate and donated money to Breast Cancer 

Awareness, the MS Fund and many charitable causes.  It has been the incentive motivating how we have treated one 

another throughout our school days. 
 

Our teachers and students have incorporated the Workshop Way within the Language Arts program and have found 

meaningful ways to learn during independent time. A number of Book Clubs pursued various literary genres during 

their reading time. The Honors Math students participated in the IHM Mathematics Contest for the first time and were 

proud of their achievements while looking forward to next year’s opportunities.   
 

Interactive Smartboards are being used successfully by teachers and students as our resources in technology have 

been enhanced. Technology training has been offered to our teachers. 
 

Next school year our focus will be on Science. Our Learning Fair topic will be ―A Life Cycle,‖ and projects will focus 

upon the life cycle of a human, a plant or an animal. We will base our learning as well as our spiritual formation on a 

quote from Blessed Pope John Paul II, ―Everyone has an obligation to be at the SERVICE of LIFE.‖  

SJC Home & School Sponsors Golf Classic 
Submitted by Joan O’Brien 

Paxon Hollow Country Club was the setting for the second annual St. 

John Chrysostom School Golf Classic on Friday, May 13, to raise funds 

to support St. John’s School. 
 

In addition to 18 holes of golf, the Classic offered a variety of activities 

throughout the day, including a 50/50 drawing, closest to the pin contest, 

longest drive contest, putting contest and one particular hole on the 

course had a ―hole in one‖ contest with a chance to win a trip to Hawaii. 
 

The outing concluded with a dinner reception and a chance to win a big 

screen television during an 

indoor putting challenge 

while guests on the verandah 

listened to a live band. 

 

Event Organizers (left to right) 

Michelle Ward, Joan O’Brien and 

Bernadette Shaughnessy 

Two of the golfing foursomes. (Top photo, left to right) Bob 

Woolard, Andrew Kochanowicz, Dan Doyle, Jeff Butscher; (Photo 

at right)  Butch Ward,  Jim Abbott, Fr. Jim Bajorek, Ken Margolis  
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Parish Religious Education Program (PREP) 
By Theresa Hedlund 

 

Our Parish Religious Education Program seeks to instill the message of our Lord’s commandment by spreading the word of 

God and teaching the truth and values of the Catholic Church to the youth of the parish. The program encourages children to 

develop a life-long relationship with Jesus through example, service and prayer. Our new curriculum, Call to Faith, 

published by Our Sunday Visitor, provides lectionary-connected catechesis and comprehensive resources for breaking open 

the word with children, youth, adults and families. The themes include: Revelation, Trinity, Jesus Christ, The Church, 

Morality, Sacraments, Kingdom of God, Seasonals and Catholic Social Teaching.  Call to Faith also offers an online 

component for catechists, students and parents as well as adults of all ages. Our catechists are using this website for their 

lesson planning, and parishioners can find instructions for accessing Call to Faith on our parish website 

(www.saintjohnchrysostom.net). 
 

Check out www.calltofaitheconnect.com to see what e-connect can do for you. 
 

Last year our program had 357 students and 39 volunteer catechists.  Of that number, 14 catechists taught in their homes and 

27 taught on the parish grounds. We also have 10 high school classroom aides who help out Sunday mornings during PREP 

and 60 volunteer parents who participate on PREP Sunday mornings as crossing guards, hall monitors, snack aides and table 

setters. THANK YOU to all of our parent volunteers.  Our program is only able to thrive because of you! 
 

Sixty-eight (68) second graders of the parish received First Reconciliation on December 1, 2010 and First Eucharist on May 

7, 2011; 73 confirmandi were confirmed by The Most Reverend Daniel E. Thomas on May 18, 2011. 
 

All catechists and students of every grade participated in numerous service projects and events during the year, including 

landscaping and planting flowers in front of the convent, a food collection for the Bernardine Center, Operation Shoebox for 

St. John’s Hospice, Thanksgiving and Christmas cards for the shut-ins, adopting needy families for Christmas, baking and 

decorating cookies for the Wallingford Nursing Home and stuffing Christmas stockings for needy children. 
 

Congratulations to the following catechists who received awards this year:  Denise George for 5 years of service ~ St. John 

Neumann Award; Marianne Smith for 5 years of service ~ St. John Neumann Award; Karen Magee for 10 years of service 

~ St. Pius X Award; and Ann Kennedy for 15 years of service ~ Our Lady of Guadalupe Award. 
 

If you are interested in being a part of this fun-filled faith ministry, please contact Mrs. Theresa Hedlund at 610-872-4673 

ext. # 131 or email: stjohnsreligiouseducation@comcast.net  

(Photo by parishioner Celeste Sheehan, PIXED@aol.com) 

Just-confirmed parishioners Christie 

Shaughnessy, far left, and Patrick O'Kane 

present a spiritual bouquet to celebrant The 

Most Reverend Daniel E. Thomas, Auxiliary 

Bishop of Philadelphia, at the conclusion of the 

Confirmation Mass on May 18. 

 

http://www.saintjohnchrysostom.net
http://www.calltofaitheconnect.com/
mailto:stjohnsreligiouseducation@comcast.net


We extend a most cordial 

welcome to these members 

registered from January 

through June, 2011. 

Robert & Katherine Bersheim  

Lawrence DeMarco  

Thomas & Colleen Descano   

Eileen Fitzgerald  

Brad & Kim Galante    

Eugene & Maria Gibbs  

Christopher & Nicole Godin  

Maria Luisa Guardiola 

Paul & Christine Hinkle 

James & Janet Maloney  

Louis & Lynnsey Null   

Ryan & Dana O’Neill  

Gaile Benson Pohlhaus  

Jennifer Shepherd  

Edward & Patricia Sullivan  

Corey & Lauri Watkins    

Francis & Maureen Wortz    

The New Translation of 

the Mass 
 

On the First Sunday of Advent, November 27, 2011, the 

essence of the Mass is not changing, but the way it is 

celebrated will be noticeably different. While the structure and 

order of the Mass will remain the same, many of the prayers 

and responses of the liturgy have been newly translated into 

English from the original Latin text.  
 

For a comprehensive look at why changes are taking place and 

some specific texts that are changing, click the online 

instruction Webinar link at our parish website 

(www.saintjohnchrysostom.net). 

Operation Growl 
 

St. John’s Youth Group spent 24 hours fasting, praying and 

performing works of service from Holy Thursday through 

Good Friday—and raised more than $5,100 for local 

organizations  that feed people who are hungry.  

Delaware County Literacy Council 
 

Fr. Jim Bajorek offered the invocation at the Delaware County Literacy Council (DCLC) Annual 

Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon in April. Many St. John’s parishioners volunteer at the Literacy Council, 

teaching adults to read, write and speak English. Among those in attendance were St. John’s parishioners 

who are DCLC volunteer tutors. 
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At the Literacy Council’s annual Volunteer 

Appreciation luncheon, left to right: Jack 

Stoddard, Sister Antoinette Munafo, Susanne 

Pooler, Maria Strauman, Patricia Evans, 

Madeline Bialecki, Carol Smallwood, Father 

Jim Bajorek.  



Adult Enrichment Calendar 
Submitted by Sister Antoinette  

 

Father Elie Saade will open our new season on September 27 with his intriguing presentation, ―Is Islam a Christian Sect?‖ 
 

On October 11, Sister Anne McCoy, Chaplain for Cancer Treatment Centers of America, will present ―Live, Love, 

Laugh.‖ 
 

On October 20, we will inaugurate a series of four inspiring DVD/discussions that shed light on the concerns and growth 

of the early church. 
 

By popular demand, Brother Mickey McGrath, renowned artist and author, will help us increase our appreciation of ―The 

Advent Saints‖ (November 29). Brother also gives us the opportunity to see his prints, greeting cards, and books, which 

will be available for purchase. 

 

January 20 will be the first of six DVD/discussion sessions on ―God in America.‖ This brief history of how religious faith 

has shaped America uses documentary footage, dramatizations and interviews with religious historians to explore the role 

of religion in the public life of our country. It helps us better understand our present day outlooks and attitudes. 
 

Flyers with more information will be appearing in our parish bulletin and at the doors of the church. If you have questions, 

contact Sister Antoinette, munafantoine@yahoo.com.  

The Adult Enrichment Committee: 

 Bill and Bernadette Barnhurst 

 Ann Zech 

 Sister Antoinette 
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St. John Chrysostom Parish Receives Generous 

Grant from Koch Foundation 
 

St. John Chrysostom Parish, received a grant for $15,000 from the Koch Foundation to support St. John’s evangelization 

program.  
 

The Koch Foundation has a particular interest in the use of ―modern communication and information technology‖ as 

means of evangelization. St. John’s will use this grant to enhance our website and offer digital resources for religious 

instruction.   
 

―I am very grateful to the Koch Foundation,‖ said Father Jim Bajorek. ―This grant gives us the opportunity to develop new 

means of reaching out to parishioners and the wider community through technology.‖ 
 

St. John’s currently records one Mass each Sunday for broadcast on Comcast channel 190, Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. and 

Thursdays at noon. ―This television Mass ministry enables us to stay connected with parishioners who are unable to attend 

Mass,‖ commented Father Bajorek. ―We are now planning to record other parish events to be posted on our website and 

YouTube to spread the word of good things happening here at St. John’s.‖ 

 

Parishioners who are unable to attend Mass due to illness or disability and who would like to receive Holy Communion are 

encouraged to contact Sr. Eileen in the Ministry Office, 610.876.2079, to arrange for an Extraordinary Minister of the 

Eucharist to bring the Eucharist to them at home. 



 

Calendar of Events 
 

 

September 17, SJC Home and School Association Spaghetti Dinner 

September 18, Parish Picnic 

September 24, Pre-Cana 
October 30, Knights of Columbus Bottle Drive 

October 30, St. Vincent de Paul truck 

November 6, Memorial Mass 

October 23 Anointing of the Sick Mass 

 

 Check out St. John Chrysostom on the Internet at www.saintjohnchrysostom.net 
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